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It seems hard to believe that this is my 

last message to you as the president 
of IOA. Stuart and I have been working 
on this newsletter since its inception in 
January 2002 and I have written to you 
in every single issue. It was Stuart who 
suggested that we develop a quarterly 
on-line newsletter and Heinz Wolff who 
was the president accepted the idea 

and Stuart and I embarked on this successful collabora-
tion. The newsletter will continue with the new admini-
stration who will determine who will be responsible for 
the continuation of the newsletter.  
 
IOA TODAY has continued to be the primary source of 
communication for IOA. The newsletter is sent electroni-
cally to all member countries that have an e mail ad-
dress. It is also sent to all members who joined the IOA 
List Builder data base and it has the potential to be sent 
to literally many hundreds of people. I would encourage 
all member country presidents who have members who 
can read English to sign up to receive IOA TODAY. We 
would like to see the readership of our newsletter in-
crease but will not send out the newsletter unsolicited.  
 
Earlier this year, we were  advised that our method of 
distributing IOA TODAY  would have to change.  Effec-
tive June 1, 2007, List Builder, our prior domain for dis-
tribution ceased to exist. We have utilized this medium 
for the past five years and it has operated very satisfac-
torily. Stuart Schaefer, our Webmaster, recommended 
that we consider "Constant Contact" as a new source for 
distribution of IOA Today. The change over was ap-
proved by the Executive Council and is now in opera-
tion.  
 
One of the most recent activities of IOA has been the 
World Ostomy Data Report that has been sent to all 
IOA member countries. This activity is headed by 
Brenda Flanagan. If you have not yet completed the 
survey or are missing your copy, please be in touch with 
Brenda or me so that we can get a copy to you. It is im-
portant for member associations to complete this ques-
tionnaire as the information received will be of value to 
the future work of IOA.  Member Associations who com-
plete and return the survey questionnaire will receive a 
copy of the final World Ostomy Data Report.  
 

As you will all appreciate the IOA 12
th
 World Congress 

Planning committee is working very hard to complete all 
the final arrangements for our Congress in Puerto Rico 
in a matter of days. We look forward to seeing delegates 
and IOA supporters from the following countries:-   
 
Argentina, Australia, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, 
Curacao, Czech Republic, Denmark, Egypt, Estonia, 
France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Latvia,  
Malaysia, Mexico, Mongolia, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Norway,  Poland, Portugal, Puerto Rico, Russia, Serbia, 
Spain, Sweden, Trinidad & Tobago, UK, USA 
 
This World Congress promises to be very different from 
others. We are holding the 12

th
 World Congress at the 

lovely Caribbean Island of Puerto Rico. We are about an 
hour from the capital San Juan. We are not close to a 
major city but at Fajardo. It is known as "the city that 
guards the sun of the Caribbean" (La Metrópolis del Sol 
Naciente), and  is located on the east coast of Puerto 
Rico, north of Ceiba and east of  Luquillo. The hotel is a 
small privately owned hotel; almost all of the people 
staying at the Fajardo Inn will be Ostomates or family 
members / friends. I am looking forward to this very dif-
ferent experience. We have some very important deci-
sions to make for the future of the organization; we have 
interesting workshops in which we can all participate 
and we have people from 35 different countries to meet. 
What an opportunity to learn about living with an ostomy 

from such different cultures. Not all those who wanted 
to attend were able to do so. Some failed to get visas 
to enter the USA. 
 
This current administration has completed its review of 
our Strategic Plan and it is interesting to see the work 
that has been accomplished. There will be Regional Re-
ports presented at the Congress and we will do what we 
can to keep you up to date by placing information on the 
Website. Who knows – you may even find a blog to 
keep you current!  

 
I am sure that you are aware that we will be holding 
elections at the 12

th
 World Congress for the period 2007 

– 2010 and there will be some new faces at the helm.  

 
We have two people running for the position of Presi-
dent: 
 

 Vladimir Kleinwächter from the Czech Republic 
       Barry Maughan from New Zealand. 
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For the position of Vice President we also have two people 
running: 

 Harikesh Buch from India 
      Arne Holte from Norway 
 

 For the position of treasurer 
      Gene Zapf is running unopposed 
 
We will most certainly carry the results of the elections on 
the Website, so stay tuned. 
 
I would like to thank you for the opportunity of getting to 
know so many of you - ostomates from around the world. 
Our paths may well not cross and I know that I will not have 
the chance to meet all of you who have contributed to IOA 
TODAY. However, I feel that through our e mail exchanges 
we have become friends. Our exchange of e mails has 
brought much pleasure and I have learned so much. It is 
most rewarding to be able to help in some small way. I hope 
that I will be able to continue to be of assistance and we will 
stay in touch. 
 
Stuart Schaefer, our Webmaster, has become a good friend. 
We originally worked together when I was on the Conference 
Planning committee of UOA Inc. Stuart was the photogra-
pher. This was many years ago.  It is through his patience 
and guidance that I personally have developed the little skill I 
have with the Internet and computers. There have been 
many telephone calls between Toronto and Gulf Breeze as I 
faced challenges of learning a new programme or a set up. 
We set a time to work on IOA TODAY; I collect the informa-
tion and get it to Stuart and he formats the newsletter.  It 
takes us a few telephone calls to be all completed.  Stuart 
has a great interest in IOA and his commitment to IOA TO-
DAY is without question. As I leave the presidency of IOA, I 
would like to thank him for his dedication as the editor of IOA 
TODAY in particular and to the work of IOA in general. 
Thank you Stuart. 
 
I have been blessed with having a great team to work with – 
the members of the IOA Executive Council. As in all organi-
zations, there are occasions when there is a healthy ex-
change of differing opinions but at the end of the day, we all 
work together to move IOA forward. I can honestly say that 
members of the Executive have a great love of the organiza-
tion. It was during this administration that the position of sec-
retary became one appointed by the Executive Council. Ann 
Favreau came aboard and quickly assumed her responsibili-
ties and joined the team. Thanks to all of you. 
 
Thank you all for your interest in IOA TODAY.  Please take 
good care of yourselves and do all that you can to help pro-
mote the understanding of ostomy surgery wherever you 
live.  
It has been most rewarding for me, working with editor Stuart 
Schaefer, to bring this newsletter to you all.  
 
I wish you peace and good health. 
 

With affection Di 

 
 

 

  By Susan  

Stelton, Vice-President WCET 

 
I am honored be invited to write a 

few words on behalf of the World Council of Enterostomal 
Therapists (W.C.E.T.) for the I.O.A. TODAY.  Both the 
WCET and the IOA are involved in activities that play integral 
roles in the lives of ostomates worldwide.  Perhaps the IOA 
readers would be interested, to know a bit more about the 
WCET as an organization.  
 
Enterostomal Therapy (E.T.) began as a specialty in the 
United States of America in 1961. Norma Gill of Cleveland, 
Ohio was the first ET.  Like Norma Gill, the first ETs were 
rehabilitated ostomy patients.  Later enterostomal therapy 
evolved into a nursing specialty. The WCET was formed, 
with the help of Norma Gill, in 1978 to promote the develop-
ment of Enterostomal Therapy throughout the world. The 
WCET is a registered charity in the U.K.  During its nearly 30 
years of existence, the WCET has seen the specialty expand 
its scope of practice to include wound care and continence 
care.  
 
Recently the WCET Executive Board conducted a special 
meeting to formulate updated mission, vision and values 
statements as a step in defining a strategic plan for the or-
ganization.  This strategic plan will direct the focus and the 
activities of the WCET for years to come. The following is a 
summary of the WCET mission, vision and values: 
 
The WCET Mission: 
 
The WCET Mission is to lead the global advancement of 
specialized professional nursing care for people with ostomy, 
wound or continence needs. 
 
The WCET Vision is: 
To ensure specialized nursing care is available worldwide for 
all people with need for ostomy, wound or continence care. 
 
To provide nurses worldwide with access to ostomy, wound 
and continence specialty education. 

 
Recognition as the global organization for ostomy, wound 
and continence care providers. 
 
Identification as the global leader in the specialty of ostomy, 
wound and continence care. 
 
 
The WCET Values: 
Respect – for the dignity and individual diversity of all per-
sons. 
 
Integrity – adherence to a recognized code of ethics. 
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Communication – fostering collaboration between members 
and other interested parties. 
 
Holistic care – encompassing care for body, mind and spirit. 
 
Scientific approach – advancement of research and evi-
dence-based specialized education and care. 
 
The WCET achieves its mission and vision in a number of 
ways.  Specialty information is disseminated through a vari-
ety of means. The WCET Journal is published quarterly and 
is read by nurses in more than 60 countries.  Articles are 
published in English and often translated into other lan-
guages as well.  A biennial congress is held to share knowl-
edge through lecture and poster presentations.  The con-
gresses are held in a different country each time.  Nurses 
hear about the latest research information as well as practi-
cal solutions to clinical nursing challenges from the con-
gresses.  They learn from one another through informal 
meetings with other members.  The knowledge that they 
gain from the Journal and the congress has a direct impact 
on the care they provide to their patients.   

 
The WCET also administers the Norma N. Gill Foundation 
Scholarships.  There are five types of scholarships offered. 
Membership Scholarships help persons in need to become 
members of the WCET.  This enables the person to receive 
the WCET Journal and to gain a network of colleagues.  The 
Educational Materials Scholarship provides financial assis-
tance for obtaining ET educational materials.  Congress 
Travel Scholarships provide assistance for members to at-
tend the biennial congress.  The ET Education Scholarship 
assists members to attend a WCET recognized ET Nursing 
Education Programs (ETNEP).  The General Scholarship 
provides financial assistance to educators to conduct on-site 
projects in a country.  
 
The WCET has been involved in a “Twinning Program” in 
which ETs from a country with well-established ET re-
sources teams up with a country in which the ET specialty is 
starting to develop.  The purpose of this partnership is the 
sharing of knowledge and information about available re-
sources. 
 
WCET Members have been involved in a number of educa-
tional development projects in recent years. In 2001, current 
WCET President, Elizabeth English, former President, 
Nancy Faller, and members of the Hong Kong ET Nurses 
Association went to Guangzhou, China to teach in and set 
up the first ET Nursing Education Program in China.  Since 
that time programs in other cities have been established.  In 
2003, 2005 and 2006, current WCET Vice-president, Susan 
Stelton assisted Turkish International Delegate, Ayişe 
Karadag, to teach one-week ostomy, wound and continence 
short-courses in various cities in Turkey.  Future plans in-
clude eventual development of a full WCET-recognized ET-
NEP.  Current Journal Editor, Elizabeth Ayello, recently par-

ticipated in teaching a wound care course in Iran. 
 
The WCET has the opportunity to work along with other pro-
fessional organizations.  Last year, Susan Stelton from the 
WCET worked on a collaborative project with IOA President, 
Di Bracken, Drs. Shindo and Pezcoller and Nimisha Savani 
of Convatec to write the Ostomy Visitor Training Guidelines.  
Louise Forest-Lalande, WCET Education Chairperson is 
helping to organize the 1

st
 International Pediatric En-

terostomal Therapy Convention to be held in Montreal in 
October 2007.  WCET Journal Editor, Elizabeth Ayello and 
Louise Forest-Lalande, are involved in the planning of the 
World Union of Wound Healing Societies Congress to be 
held in Toronto in 2008.  The WCET looks forward to oppor-
tunities to collaborate with other organizations in the future. 
 
As has been described, the works of the WCET are many 
and varied, but all aim to assist the nurses who take care of 
persons with ostomy, wound or continence needs.  The mis-
sion of the WCET is complementary to that of the IOA.  The 
WCET goal, in brief, is to assure that every person who has 
a need related to ostomy, wound or continence has care 
from a nurse who has been educated to provide this care 
and to assure that the nurse has the support of a profes-
sional organization in the specialty.  The physicians and 
nurses have the opportunity to begin the rehabilitative proc-
ess with a person who has undergone ostomy surgery.  The 
rehabilitation continues as the person receives peer support 
from a trained ostomy visitor and/or from other ostomy asso-
ciation members at meetings and/or through their newslet-
ters, journals and web sites.  The IOA advocates for the 
rights of ostomates worldwide and provides information and 
management guidelines to assist the country ostomy asso-
ciations. 
 
The WCET looks forward to ongoing communication with 
the IOA.  Best wishes for a successful congress in Puerto 
Rico.  VIVA  LIFE -  VIVA  LA  VIDA!  
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7. - 10. June 2007. 
Reported by  
Henning Granslev, President COPA,  
Denmark                        
 

This year the Nordic 
Ostomy organisa-
tions had the Nordic 
Meeting for the first 
time at the Faroe 
Islands. The reasons 
was a great wish 
from the delegates 
from the Faroe Is-
lands. They asked 
for this at the Nordic 
Meeting last year at 
Island in 2006. 

 
 
It was Denmark who should be responsible for the next 
meeting in 2007, but the delegates decided to say yes - we 
will come to Faroe Islands. 
 
The program for the NOA meeting was planned at the Nordic 
Committee Meeting in Copenhagen January this year.   
NOA: Nordic Ostomy Organisation 
 
Jansy Gaardlykke and Margret Mortensen from the Cancer 
Union at Faroe Island were so kind to book the hotel and 
arranged a sightseeing excursion Saturday. They also asked 
nurses and a doctor from the Hospital in Thorshavn to tell 
about their work with the ostomates. 
 
The program for the NOA meeting was following points: The 
NOA Homepages, The Nordic Ostomy card, co-operation 
with ostomy nurses, FAP  (familiar polyposis), The Noorland 
Symptom,  The Ostomy group at Faroe Islands, lecture from 
surgeon, nurses, IOA and EOA, FOCUS 20/40 and the 
young members in the organisation. 
 
Thursday evening 
the meeting be-
gan with a wel-
come from the 
president at the 
Faroe Island, Ol-
gar Hansen and 
the president from 
COPA, Henning 
Granslev. Then all 
the delegates had 
a very short repre-
sentation of them-
selves - incl. country, name, age, and type of ostomy.  

 
After this we all had a pleasant evening together with a lot of 
ostomates from the Faroe Island. The Ostomy Group had 
invited all with interest for ostomy to a meeting together with 
Dansac Denmark A/S, the nurses Liv Lognberg and Elin Vi-
talis, Jansy Gaardlykke and Margret Mortensen from the 
Cancer Union and the delegates from the NOA meeting. 
Dansac presented a new product and COPA had a little pep 
talk about COPA and NOA. ect. It was a great success. 70 
members of the ostomy group came to the meeting. 
 
Friday we had lectures and some working in small groups. 
Arne Holte was asked to help to make the Ostomy card offi-
cial all over the world incl. the airport. 
  
( I know and told  that Arne have asked Di Bracken for help )    
It is very important to have a very good co-operation with the 
ostomy therapist. In Sweden there have always been this. 
But now there are some problems. In Denmark and Norway 
it is ok. In those countries there is a signed agreement. It 
would be good if all the Nordic Ostomy Associations have 
the same goal for the co-operation. 
 
FAP (familiar polypois) is now an interest group in COPA. 
The ostomy group at Faroe Islands was formed in 2003. 
There are about 80 members, and 3-4 times a year the 
group have meetings.  
 
Surgeon Torbjørn Viderø had a lecture about his job at Thor-
shavn Hospital. There are 3 hospitals at the Faroe Islands. It 
is only in Thorshavn the patients can be operated for a 
stoma, and only colostomy and ileostomy. If a patient must 
have urostomy, it must be done in Denmark. 
 
When it is a small hospital, it is much easier for the doctors 
to buy new equipment to their sections. The way is very 
short to the chief/director at the hospital. If the first answer is 
no - then you can ask once more with some new good infor-
mation why you want this equipment. Then will the next an-
swer very often be  - yes you can buy it. 
 
Ostomy therapist Elin Vitalis told about  working with the pa-
tients before and after the operation. All the patients get ad-
vice to come to ambulant visit a lot of times - 1 and 2 week, 
1, 2, 4 and 6 months and 1 and 2 year after the operation. It 
is very good idea for both the patients and the nurses. I must 
say - at this point all the other Nordic countries have some-
thing to learn. 
 
The president in EOA, Arne Holte from Norway, was invited 
to tell something about the IOA and EOA. The construction 
and the rules were explained. Twinning was a point we dis-
cussed - Norway in St. Petersburg and Denmark in Ukraine. 
Iceland is also helping with appliances to Ukraine. The IOA 
meeting in Puerto Rico this year in August was of course 
also a point from Arne Holte. 
 
The young members were represented with delegates from 
Norway, Sweden, Iceland and Finland. The young ones have 
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their own little Nordic meeting. Denmark does not have  a 
young group. COPA has for several year money on the 
budget  for this group. But when we are coming to the end of 
December, COPA can put the money back to the box. Abso-
lutely no one of the young members had interest or "time" to 
arrange some activities or be responsible for this. 

 
On Saturday the Cancer 
Union  arranged a sightsee-
ing tour with bus and a boat 
around in the nature of 
Faroe Island. And the 
weather was fine  -  no rain  
- normal its rain 260 days a 
year. 
 
nfortunately it suddenly 
came very much fog on the 

sightseeing with the boat. But after all we saw a lot of the 
beautiful nature and many of the sights. And the dinner was 
together with the very famous little bird -  the sea parrot  -. 
The sea parrot lie on the plate, completely dead, and we eat 
it.   
 
Sunday closed the meeting with a visit at hospital in Thor-
shavn. It is build in 3 step - 1924, 1960 and 2003. The new 
building from 2003 is very nice with a lot of warm colour and 
place for both the personal and the patients. Before we 
leave the hospital we have a short visit to the section for the 
ostomy therapist/patient.     
 
Then we walked back to the Hafnia Hotel and eat the last 
meal at this Nordic Meeting. We say goodbye to our friends 
and wish all a fine travel back to home. 

 
                            

 
I would like to send my great thanks and our report in brief for you. Our society thanks you for your 
attention and supervision . After our outstanding activities both in ET and ostomates fields  you will 

be surprised to hear that  Elizabeth English will start our first ET course in Tehran. We hope to  have you all in opening 
ceremony . I hope you find our report acceptable and understand that we sacrificed our life for climbing to our purpose. 

 
Best regards                                                                
Dr.Bahar Mahjoubi 

 

Below please find the report of this society's activities during the past five years: 

:Training 

1- Providing one-day training courses for over 800 nurses throughout  the country.       

2- Supporting six nurses to take technical E.T.N courses abroad    (Australia, and Malaysia).  

3- Membership in W.CET, I.OA, and A.O.A. 

 4- Planning basic and advanced E.T.N nursing training courses with the help and cooperation of the ministry of health and 

medical care and the nursing board 

5- Attracting the support of the Canadian F.O.W association which resulted in their sending donations in four shipments, 

valued around US$ 90.000/-. 

6- Attracting the financial support of Hollister Company that arranged for one of our nurses to take the E.T.N course in 

Australia. 

7- Arranging to send E.T.N nurses to Thailand, Malaysia, and Hong  Kong for presentation of accepted technical articles.  

8- Establishing contacts with the officials of W.C.E.T for inviting  foreign professors and lecturers to teach ward nurses. 

9- Admitting, visiting and training patients by E.T.N nurses for a  period of five days a week, free of charge. 

10- Providing patients with required devices donated by the Canadian F.O.W. 

11- Providing educational courses for groups of patients regarding their dietary nutritional and psychological problems.  

12- Providing services of E.T.N nurses in hospital and at home. 
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: Activities of the ostomy club 

 1- Organization of patients meetings every Saturday. 

2- Planning and organizing city or country pleasure trips for the patients' planning charity gatherings at the New Year and 

international ostomy honoring day. 

3- Presence of ostomate patients in the ostomy society to provide incentive and moral support for the new patients.                 

4- Administration and organization of the office, and also arrangement of clearance of shipments received from the customs 

departments. 

 

 

meet at  

B P Koirala Memorial Cancer Hospital Nepal 
Falgun 11, 2063 (FEB 23, 2007) 

 

Nirmal Lamichhane, MD 
 

I wanted to hold an Ostomates meeting and establish an 
Ostomates society with the hospital as a base. To bring to-
gether  most of the Ostomates, is not an easy job due to bad 
communication system. We, after discussion decided to hold 
it after  4 months so that we will be able to inform those pa-
tients who are visiting out patient clinic, stoma clinic and other 
places.  We informed persons and some other patients com-
ing to hospital to spread the message so that Ostomates in 
the region can come and take part. We sent an invitation no-
tice to come on 11th of Falgun for the meeting. It was not 
easy to convince everyone to come on that date as everyone 
had some sort of problems like being far away, lack of money 
to travel, some work in home to do, not believing on the use 
of meeting and etc. I tried to convince family members of the 
Ostomates and themselves about the benefit of being and 
getting together to form a voluntary organization. The forum 
will allow the Ostomates to discuss about their problems, so-
lutions, ideas, may be fight for their right in some place etc. 
This may also communicate with foreign counterparts, which 
may supply them with some stoma appliances in aid. At the 
end, with our team work, we were able to hold this meeting. 
 
Our theme of the meeting was TEAM EFFORT FOR DIGNI-
FIED LIVING. The meeting was organized in the meeting hall 
of the hospital. Altogether 24 Ostomates form different part of 
Nepal were in the meeting with their family members. I also 
invited some social workers, director of hospital, surgical col-
leagues, and some local journalists to cover the program. 
Meeting started with a sound encouraging welcome speech 
by Ms ARCHANA, who is our staff nurse. Our hospital director 
Dr Balman Singh Karki spoke few good words and encour-
aged us for our work and efforts. Social Worker Mr Riddi Piya 
encouraged Ostomates to be together, work for themselves, 
for the betterment. He emphasized on our theme of the meet-
ing. Then our staff nurses demonstrated the methods to clean 
and care the stoma. Then I talked for a while about the beauty 
of life, how to make it better with disease or with stoma. I 
thanked them for coming all the way. I also mentioned how 
we are working for the betterment of their lives and role of 
FOW- USA, International Ostomy Association in donating the 

goods. I remembered FOW –USA President Moore‟s talk with 
me while in US and his passion and love to fellow Ostomates. 
I also emphasized on use of locally available goods and en-
couraged small technological innovations for self betterment. 
Some social workers delivered the talk on love to life and 
about spiritual feeling of well being.  
 
From patient‟s side, one of the fellow patient said he is so 
happy to be invited and seeing so many fellows, he is very 
hopeful towards his life now. Few more than five year old 
Ostomates were the great source of hope and inspiration. 
They also thanked FOW- USA for their kind and meaningful 
help for making their life dignified. Ostomates were very open 
and friendly. We had an open talk on problem about stoma 
and its remedies. They were enthusiastic in asking. Interest-
ing thing was some fellow member was trying to share idea in 
solving the problem. It was very interactive and fruitful pro-
gram. We found some ideas. One of the Ostomates said one 
kind of Nepal made cotton was a nice material to wipe the 
stoma. Local tailor made peristomal hernia belt was as good 
as the factory made one etc.  After lunch break, there was a 
program to establish a working committee to form a stoma 
society as a formal organized body of these people. Partici-
pants were able to form a committee. They found a working 
committee which will draft a constitution of the committee and 
register it in local welfare authority. Seven member committee 
was formed and I know they are doing it very nicely and 
thoughtfully. The mission is moving forward.  
 
With this nearly 3 hour program ended.  
 
 
 
 
 
JULY 7 - 11 AT THE CAMPUS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF  
COLORADO IN BOULDER,  COLORADO, USA.   
Report by Linda Aukett, Secretary & CFO 
 
What do all these folks have in common?  They are from 
many different US states, of different ages, genders and cul-
tures, but one thing is the same.  They ALL have some kind of 
bladder or bowel disorder that has led to medical treatment 
and/or ostomy or related surgery.  And, they are all taking part 
in the 2007 Youth Rally – and having fun doing so.  This an-
nual event, sponsored now by the “Youth Rally Committee, 
Inc.”, brought together 84 teen-agers and 60 adult volunteers 
and nurses for 5 days of learning, fun and support in July 
2007, in Colorado, US.  
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On this day, 
the group was 
enjoying an 
outing at a 
large amuse-
ment park, with 
games of skill 
and chance, 
shows and ex-
citing rides like 
the one they 
have just fin-
ished.  On 
other days there are educational programs, other fun activi-
ties, and lots of time to just talk.  Rally campers spend lots of 
time talking with each other about common issues like 
school, dating, preparation for sports, and preparing for an 
independent and productive life with the condition they have.    
Some will return in a few years as counselors, like some of 
the counselors pictured here.  
 
ALL will remember the Youth Rally as a special time, and will 
look on the friends they made here as part of their larger fam-
ily. 
 

 

 

Submitted by: Doug Graham 

President United Ostomy  

Association of Canada Inc. 

(UOAC)  
 

As we prepare for the meetings in 
Puerto Rico my thoughts are of the 
good fellowship we enjoyed at past 
IOA Conferences and I anticipate the 
great learning experiences that we 

will have with the members of our global family. Several 
members of the UOAC will attend this year and we will have 
plenty to talk about as this has been and continues to be a 
very interesting year for us. 
 
Activities to date 
The decisions of our strategic plan are reaching fruition. We 
have had and continue to have a successful spring appeal. 
Our Ostomy Youth Camp saw thirty children enjoy a wonder-
ful carefree week. Our committees have reviewed their Action 
& Tactical Plans and have several recommendations to bring 
to the Board of Director‟s meeting in August.  
 
Public Awareness 
Mike Woolridge, our Vice-President has received recognition 
in his community and was awarded for outstanding volunteer 
work. Joel Jacobson our National Newsletter Editor was a 
special speaker at the Canadian Enterostomal Therapist 
Conference in Halifax, Nova Scotia. Our health system is ad-
ministered provincially and thanks to the efforts of some ad 

hoc committees meeting with the Provincial Ministers of 
Health the disparities of the benefits to Ostomates in Canada 
are beginning to decrease. All-in-all it has been a pretty good 
year for us and awareness of who we are is increasing. 
 
10

th
 Annual Conference 

Emails and papers are flying from one desk to another, print-
ing to be done, registrations to be confirmed and have we 
packed all that is needed for our 10

th
 Annual Conference in 

Calgary, Alberta from August 16 to18, 2007?  Our 10
th
 Anni-

versary Conference promises to be one of the best. We have 
four director‟s positions available and five candidates have 
placed their names in the running. Our District Support Ser-
vices Representatives will have a full day of professional de-
velopment. They will also present a session on chapter de-
velopment. We will have a Chapter President‟s session in-
tended to have presidents share their experiences with one-
another. It is going to be a busy conference and promises to 
be a rewarding one. If you have any inquires about our con-
ference please address them to uocan@astral.magic.ca or 
mail to, UOAC, P.O. Box 825, 50 Charles St. East, Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada, M4Y 2N7. Phone 1 (416) 595-5452.    
 
Thinking back ten years ago when I attended my first Ostomy 
Conference I could not imagine how involved we, Astrid and 
I, would become and how much personal gratification we 
would receive. We look forward to reading your reports and 
wish you well in the future. 
 
Doug Graham, 
President, UOAC 
 

 
 
 

 

Submitted by: Astrid Graham 

President, Friends of Ostomates 

Worldwide Canada   
 

During the August 2006 Conference in Moncton I accepted 
the position of President, Friends of 
Ostomates Worldwide Canada. Jean-
Pierre Lapointe, Director, presented the 
Outgoing President‟s Award to Bette Yet-
man. The yearly Allan Porter Memorial 
Award went to „Conval-Aid‟, a store in Ot-
tawa, a big supported of FOWC and look-
ing after many Ostomates. Jorge Vargas 
Morales and his wife Mrs. Ofelia Diegado 
de Vargas presented FOWC with the Ap-
preciation Award from the Colima Chapter in Mexico for the 
help FOWC provided to their members. 
 

FOWC is very lucky having many caring volunteer. Two of 
them have been recognized outside of FOWC during this 
year. 
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Jean-Pierre Lapointe, Director FOWC, received the Gover-
nor General‟s Caring Canadian Award for the work he 
is doing for ostomates in Canada and ostomates in 
less developed countries as part of the FOWC pro-
gram. This award was presented in Ottawa by the 
Right Honourable Michaelle Jean, Governor General 
of Canada. 

Doug Graham, Director FOWC, received the Civic Appre-
ciation Award from His Worship Larry O‟Brien, Mayor 
of the City of Ottawa for all his volunteer activities.  

 
Bette Yetman it the Editor of our FOWC newsletter. For the 
small group we are and the small newsletter we produce, we 
receive many congratulations by phone, email and mail. Most 
comments are; your newsletter is beautifully laid out, eye-
catching, easy to read, informative and very, very interesting.  
 
Most of my time is used up as the Shipping Director and I en-
joy it the most. It‟s a huge job but I can see the actual different 
we make to ostomates who very much need our help. Attend-
ing last year‟s FOW-USA Board meeting in Chicago was a 
good experience for me. Both organizations have the same 
mission and the decision was made that we will work together. 
That decision has already shown very good results.  
 
Besides letters/notes/emails in English, I received some in 
German, Spanish, French and Russian. It‟s difficult to under-
stand some and answer them and I have to call in a lot of fa-
vours to get translations for most. Some writers have difficulty 
writing but the important fact is that they do write and thank us. 
I‟m still looking for someone to volunteer and translate. It would 
be very infrequent and does not have to be perfect, just under-
standable. Our website is in desperate need for a new and up-
dated look and we are looking for some expertise to help us 
out. 
 
August 2006 to August 2007 was again a very active and pro-
ductive year. We were busy answering many requests for help 
with shipments of surplus supplies and that will continue. Help 
went to: Algeria, China, India, Iran, Mexico, Morocco, Nicara-
gua, Palestine, Pakistan, Philippine, Senegal and Ukraine. We 
received „thank you‟ notes, emails, phone calls and pictures. 
Everybody is very thankful and happy to receive these much 
needed supplies. Thanks to our supporters we can continue with our 

mission. 

 

 
President Candida 
Carvalheira is  

delighted to announce that ABRASO has a new home.   
As of July 3rd. 2007, ABRASO has bought its own  
premises. The  new address is:  
Av. Pres. Vargas, 633, room 2210,  
Centro - Rio de Janeiro, RJ/ CEP-20071-004, 
telephone: (21) 2262-2003. 
 

 

 
 

By Ken Aukett UOAA President 
 
On July 15

th
, the Ostomy Association of Bermuda celebrated 

its 30
th
 Anniversary as a mutual aid and support organization 

serving the needs of their country‟s ostomy community. 
 
The selected theme, “Living Life to the Fullest” was clearly il-
lustrated by the 100 people who assembled for dinner and the 
festivities in the Gazebo Lounge of the Fairmont Hamilton Prin-
cess Hotel.  The rainbow of colorful dress, elegant hats, fine 
suits and gracious smiles was elegant competition for the 
beautiful view overlooking Hamilton Harbor. 
 
A moving tribute was paid by the OAB to a founding member, 
Lavina Flood-Philip, who since 1975 has been visiting with new 
ostomy patients providing stoma management information and 
serving as a motivational role model.  Over the years Lovina 
has faced her own serious health issues, which required over 
39 operations.  As she was recovering she made a promise 
that when she was well again she would dedicate herself to the 
sick, a promise she has fulfilled many times over.  She is the 
picture of a supportive, loving, caring person, most deserving 
of the prestigious recognition bestowed on her by her fellow 
ostomates. 
 
The picture to the right 
shows the Executive 
Committee of the 
Ostomy Association of 
Bermuda:  From left to 
right is Mrs. Patricia 
Gardner, Membership 
Secretary; Mr. Law-
rence Sealey, Vice 
President; Ms. Lovina 
Flood-Phi l ip ,  Past 
President and Visiting 
Program Chair; Ken 
Auket t ,  President, 
UOAA; Mrs. Lynn John, President; and Mr. William DeSilva, 
Sr., Treasurer. 
 
I had the extreme honor of addressing the gathering in Ber-
muda that day.  For me it was sort of a homecoming.  My first 
volunteer role in UOA in 1979 was to serve as the Regional 
Coordinator for the New Jersey, Metropolitan New York and 
Bermuda Region.  I had the opportunity to greet my hosts from 
my first visit in 1981 and those who treated me with such warm 
hospitality during my subsequent visits in my capacity as Presi-
dent of UOA and later as President of the NCACOA, then as 
President of IOA, and now as President of UOAA.   
 
Since OAB is an affiliate of UOAA as well as a full member of 
IOA, I was most pleased to present OAB‟s President, Lynn 
John, with a proclamation from the UOAA‟s Management 
Board of Directors recognizing the group‟s humanitarian ac-
complishments since 1977.  


