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PRESIDENTś MESSAGE 

Vladimír Kleinwächter 

The new Executive Council, 
elected at the 12th IOA World Con-
gress, is in office a little more than 
two months and it is still in the 

phase of specifying plans for the years to come. 
 
Perhaps the most important task will be to decide 
how IOA will organise world meetings in the fu-
ture. A task force was nominated, which should 
propose whether World Congresses will continue 
in the same form as in the past or whether they 
will be substituted by World Council meetings. 
The main reason for this change is to reduce ex-
penses connected with such large conventions. If 
this change will be effected, Regional Confer-
ences will become the most significant events, 
which will bring together ostomates from different 
countries. Regions represent more homogeneous 
groups of associations with more common social 
background, interests and problems, and also, in 
some instances, less language barriers. We ex-
pect that the Regional Conferences will be 
opened to all ostomates, so that the possibility of 
mutual meeting people from different continents 
will be preserved. 
 
Another change concerns the financing of IOA 
activities. On the basis of an agreement with our 
main sponsors, the manufacturers of stoma appli-
ances, IOA prepared a three-year budget based 
on the goals of the Strategic Plan. Such 
long-termed budget is more transparent and will 
make it possible to better allocate the manufac-
turers´ contributions to specific programmes. We 
hope that the proposed financial plan we be con-
sidered favourably by the industry representa-
tives and that they will support IOA as generously 
as in the past. Besides that, IOA continues in the 
effort to become registered as a not-for-profit or-
ganisation. We believe that with achieving this 
status we shall be able to attract new donations 
from a wider variety of sources. 

 
The main goals of IOA remain unchanged - they 
are aimed at helping ostomates who lack ade-
quate medical care and whose social rehabilita-
tion is insufficient. Among these activities belong 
the programme Lions for Stoma Care, supported 
by Lions Clubs, twinning and relief programmes 
and an advocacy programme ISCAP. The imple-
mentation of these programmes requires close 
co-operation with professional societies of physi-
cians and stoma therapists, charity organisations 
as Friends of Ostomates Worldwide in the United 
States and Canada and various organisations of 
disabled people. 
  
In the framework of the programme Lions for 
Stoma Care two training courses - in China and 
Italy - took already place in the last two months. A 
training programme is also being prepared for 
South America. You will find more information 
about these courses in this issue of IOA Today. 
 
All visitors of the IOA web page could notice the 
improvement. For its design and management we 
are obliged to the IOA Webmaster Stuart Schae-
fer, without whose devotion and enthusiasm it 
simply would not function. Recently he has intro-
duced a new means of communication - the blogs 
of the Executive Council members. The web thus 
becomes the principal source of information 
about activities of IOA and its member associa-
tions, mainly through the regular newsletter IOA 
Today. The IOA Forum, which was out of opera-
tion for some time, is now run together with 
UOAA, however, it can be still accessed directly 
from the IOA web page. 
 
I was invited to participate at the celebration of 
the 20th Anniversary of the Polish ostomate asso-
ciation POL-ILKO, which took place in its birth-
place the City of Poznañ in the middle of Septem-
ber. Poland is a country, which can serve as a 
good example how high standard of stoma care 
can be achieved thanks to the enthusiasm and 
effort of people with stoma, who, under the old 
communist system, lived under conditions being 
far from ideal ones. The changes realised in Po-

mailto:mailto:ioatodayeditor@ostomyinternational.org?subject=IOA%20Today
mailto:mailto:president@ostomyinterantional.org?subject=IOA%20Today
mailto:mailto:vicepresident@ostomyinternational.org?subject=IOA%20Today
http://www.ostomyinternational.org


IOA TODAY FOURTH QUARTER 2007 

 

Page 2 

land in the last two decades could not be possible with-
out international co-operation and support and without a 
very good collaboration with surgeons, stoma nurses as 
well as the Polish distributors of stoma appliances.  The 
meeting of POL-ILKO was a part of the Congress of the 
Society of Polish Surgeons and was chaired by such 

prominent colorectal surgeons as Professors Michal 
Drews, Krzysztof Bielecki, Piotr Krokowicz and Adam 
Dziki. I had the opportunity to inform Polish ostomates 
about the recent development in IOA and joined a long 
row of congratulators with sincere wishes for future ac-
complishments. 
 
Since this issue of IOA Today appears for the last time 
this year, I take this opportunity to wish all readers happi-
ness and good health for the future year. I hope for your 
continuous support and hope that together we shall meet 
all challenges which lie in front of us. 
 

A more detailed report on the 12
th
 IOA World Congress can be 

found in the web page www.ostomyinternational.org. 

 
The IOA Vice President  
Dear Friends, 
 
Greetings from nice & cool morning of 
Mumbai, India to all of you. 
I must thank you all for putting in so 
much faith in me & electing me  vice 
president of   IOA, the Global organisa-
tion  representing millions of Ostomates 

through out the world. I will try my level best to serve the 
very purpose of this responsibility that you have given 
me.  
 
In last few years working with Ms. Di Bracken, Prof Carlo 
Pezcoller ( Modena , Italy ) & Dato' John Cardosa on the 
project " Lions for Stoma Care " in the Asian region.  I 

have realised that  the following statements, all of us in 
IOA, must keep in mind all the time if we want to improve 
Quality if Life for Ostomates through out the world. 
  
A stoma canôt and mustnôt be considered less than 

any other highly disabling situation such as lep-
rosy  

 
Every ostomate must have the right to receive the 

information and care which will enable them to 
live a self-determined and independent life and to 
participate in all decision making processes. 

 
The Asian Region is easily the largest in the IOA in 

terms of population and therefore of poten-
tial  number of ostomates. Knowledge & aware-
ness in ostomy care & ostomy care services is by 
and large sadly lacking or totally non existent in 
many countries of Asia, South America & Africa 
(where we do not  even know the situations that 
face Ostomates) 

  
It is these issues, I will try my best to address & correct 
with our team of IOA EC & EC members of all regions in 
IOA world to improve the Quality of Life for all ostomates 
of the world. 
  
 And nothing can be achieved if we do not work as a 
team so I will try my best to achieve this team spirit at all 
levels in IOA & also encourage & support the 20-40 
group because they are the future of IOA. 
  
Believe me, that while working for project" Lions for 
Stoma Care "in Asia & have some glimpses of Stoma 
services in South American countries , I have realised 
how enormous this task is but I am convinced that we 
can achieve this & improve life of many ostomates in this 
world. 
 
For this we need funds & resources. And for funds we 
are closely working with Lions clubs of Modena district & 
Lions clubs International Foundation ( LCIF ) . We also 
need to work closely with Industries as well for their co 
operation in this regard. I appreciate their involvement for 
the same.  
 
I will say once again thank you all  for your faith in me to 
be a VP in IOA. 
 
With Kind Regards, 
Harikesh.G.Buch, 
E-Mail : vicepresident@ostomyinternational.org   
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FROM THE TREASURER  

   

It is with pride and humility that I ac-
knowledge your trust in me on my re-
cent reelection to the position of 
Treasurer of IOA for the next three 
years.  I promise that I will continue to 

work for you to the best of my ability to ensure that IOA 
moves forward in a fiscally responsible direction. 
 
I was most pleased with the success of the 12th World 
Congress in Puerto Rico in August as it afforded the 
opportunity to make new friends as well as to renew old 
acquaintances.  While there was much work to be done 
at Congress there was still time to visit with and to meet 
and greet old and new friends from around the world.  
This was the best part of the Congress for me. 
 
I know that there are many and varied challenges to be 
faced over the next three years but I do know that, 
working together, all obstacles will be overcome and we 
will make progress and move forward.  Thanks again 
for your trust in me. 
 
Gene Zapf 
 

IOA PAST PRESIDENT 
 

Greetings to you all 
 
I am pleased to be continuing to work 
with Stuart on the IOA TODAY. Presi-
dent Vladimir asked if Stuart and I 
would continue to produce the on line 
quarterly newsletter and as you can 

see, this we have agreed to do. 
 
We had a great Congress in Puerto Rico and it is al-
ways good to see our members from all over the world. 
There were some serious issues discussed at the busi-
ness meeting but you will know of these from the min-
utes that have already been sent out by our secretary. I 
decided not to include a copy of Regional Reports in 
this issue of IOA TODAY as these too, were attached 
with the minutes. President Vladimir also refers to the 
major issues in his message to you.  I am sure that you 
will receive further information in regard to ongoing pro-
jects as action continues. 
 
I can tell you that we (Dr. Carlo Pezcoller, Dr.Harikesh 
Buch and myself) have been very busy with Lions For 
Stoma Care from Modena, Italy. I just cannot believe 

how supportive this chapter of Lions is for those who 
are challenged to live with an ostomy in developing 
countries. I have given details of our work in both China 
and Italy in this newsletter. Please take time to read it 
as I know that you will find it most interesting.  
 
The success of the Visiting Guidelines continues and I 
am most excited about this. The Guidelines, originally 
written in English, are now available in Indonesian, 
Japanese, Korean, Mandarin and Spanish. The Italian 
version is in the editing stage and will be ready for 
F.A.I.S. to use at a Visiting Training session. There 
have been some difficulties with the Hindi version. It 
was translated but when the corrections were com-
pleted, we found that the changes posed a problem as 
we have not been able to find the correct fonts to make 
the edits. I know that this sounds strange but we are 
still struggling if anyone has any ideas, please be in 
touch with me. I am pleased to report that the WCET 
will carry a copy of the Visiting Guidelines in their next 
edition of their journal that goes out to all members of 
the WCET. We are indeed spreading the word of the 
importance of having an ostomate visit an ostomate. It 
is most gratifying to see our colorectal surgeons and 
stoma care nurses taking an interest in the Guidelines 
and indeed spreading the word. We are most apprecia-
tive to ConvaTec for their support through an educa-
tional grant that enabled us to develop these Guide-
lines. Thank you ConvaTec. 
 
It is the task of the past president to develop the African 
Region and as you well know, it has been a very diffi-
cult continent in which to make any progress. Dr Na-
guib El-Nikhaily of Egypt has recently retired and we 
managed to sit down for a few minutes in Puerto Rico 
to discuss Africa. We are hoping to use the connections 
he has and try to make contact so we can look at the 
possibility of developing associations in this vast region. 
We thought we would make a start in North Africa ï  
find out the situation with Algeria, and look at Morocco 
and Tunisia. Our sister organizations FOW, have a few 
personal contacts so we may be able to initiate some 
progress through these contacts. Letôs hope at the end 
of three years, we will be able to say definite contacts 
are in place. We hope so for the sake of Ostomates in 
Africa. If any of you reading this newsletter, know of a 
contact in Africa, please be in touch with me so that I 
can follow through. You can reach me at  
ippioa@ostomyinternational.org.  
 
Those of you who were with at the 12th World Congress 
in Puerto Rico will be pleased to know that the CD of 



IOA TODAY FOURTH QUARTER 2007 

 

Page 4 

World Congress photographs taken by Stuart have 
been sent out. You will remember that Al Maslov of Hol-
lister indicated that he would be happy to burn and 
send out a CD to those who requested one as long as 
Stuart provided him with the original copy. Stuart sorted 
through his hundreds of photographs, and made a se-
lection. I compiled a spread sheet of the addresses and 
Al has followed through on his promise. The CDôs are 
winging their way around the world. Thank you Hollister 
for providing such lovely memories.  
 
The next edition of IOA TODAY will be at the end of 
January when we will have started into the new year of 
2008. May I wish you all great success in the year that 
lies ahead. My wish is that it will bring all of us peace, 
contentment and good health. 
With affection. 
 

Di  

 

ALADO PRESIDENT 

  
Dear all member of ALADO and South-America coun-
tries, 
  
Firstly I want to communicate to all of you that the last 
World Congress in Puerto Rico (07-12 august) I was  
elected new president of ALADO for the next 3 years, a 
title that I accepted very happy and hope to profit by to 
get the better information for the ostomates to our re-
gion. 
  
For that I want to invite to all of you to participate and 
join with us  to get better times and better condition of 
life for all of us. I will work with the countries in our re-
gion that don't have any participation yet in ALADO and 
I hope to re active other members. 

          The Latin American attendees with Di Bracken  

Thanks for your help and support on this new period 
and a special thanks to Di Bracken for all help  and 
support received. 
  
All the best for you.   
  
Regards, 
 
Teresa Antequera, ALADO President 
 

 
EUROPEAN PRESIDENT  
Do not forget! 
 
Do not forget the EOA Congress in 
2008. The Congress will take place in 
Brno in The Czech Republic the second 
weekend of September. The planning 
has started, and as a matter of fact a 

preliminary program is already clear. Wednesday the 
10. is arrival day ï and the next morning  the opening 
ceremony will take place in the City Hall which is rather 
close to the Continental hotel where we  will all stay ï 
and which is the congress hotel. 
 
All the companies that manufactures ostomy equipment 
will be invited ï and be there with exhibitions. This is a 
great opportunity for booth them and us. We will see 
the very new sorts of appliances, and the companies 
will meet a lot of ostomy people from all over Europe. 
EOA will also invite people ï probably both ostomates 
and doctors - from countries that do not have any asso-
ciation for ostomates to-day. What a great opportunity 
for us all to meet new people ï and hopefully also ex-
pand EOA. 
 
Thursday afternoon will be business-time. Than we dis-
cuss reports, accounts and do the elections. Friday will 
be the workshop-day. Some very good ideas about 
subjects for the workshops have been discussed. Noth-
ing is fixed so far, but is quite sure that one of the work-
shops will be in Russian. 
 
Saturday we go on with the business ï including pre-
senting the new elected officers. The same afternoon 
the companies will end there exhibitions, but hopefully 
they will join us for the great closing banquet! And 
hopefully they will applaud the same great challenge as 
all associations will get: to take part in the entertain-
ment with singing their own self-composed songs (or 
dance!). Of course the organizing committee will be 


